
Dear TBF Research Partners and Potential Partners,

We at TBF wish to confer with you about joining our Gulf of 
Mexico Blue Marlin Satellite Tagging Expedition. Financial 
support of this expedition makes a strong statement about 
one’s commitment to helping insure billfishing opportunities 
remain available for generations to come.  Billfish conservation 
is important for the Gulf of Mexico and the fish, and it makes 
good sense for coastal communities and related businesses 
whether in manufacturing, sales or service of vessels, fishing 
equipment, production of boating, hosting fishing events, or 
support services for visiting anglers.  

Research Needs – Over-fished Atlantic marlin have remained 
and continue to remain a low priority for government research 
dollars leaving voids in what is known about their biology and 
life history characteristics. The voids create uncertainties and 
risks in government decision making for Atlantic blue marlin.  

Sponsor Recognition – Each individual, club, corporation, 
fishing team, tournament, family foundation or other entity’s 
that sponsors a tag will be recognized by having a tag 
named in their honor, recognized in research reports, on 
TBF’s website, in Billfish, TBF’s Sportfishing Conservation 
Magazine, in TBF’s Annual Conservation Record Book and 
on beautiful commemorative plaques. We value everyone’s 
willingness to help!

Project Challenges – The first research goal is to deploy 
15 pop-up satellite archival tags on blue marlin caught using 
non-offset circle hooks during a 4 day period in waters off 
Port Eads. Satellite tag technology is expensive, $5,000 each, 
thus posing a funding challenge. To date funds are secured 
for 4 tags, but your help is needed to cover the cost of 11 
more tags, plus $5,000 additional for logistical support for 
scientists and support costs at Port Eads.

Research Goals – The expedition, led by James “Jim” 
Franks from the University of Southern Mississippi, Gulf 
Coast Research Lab in Ocean Springs, MS, along with Dr. 
John Hoolihan from the University of Miami, FL, will analyze 
electronic tag data to determine horizontal and vertical use 
of habitat, environmental clues and travel time. The tags 
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monitor and record light levels used for geolocation, water 
temperature, and water pressure (depth).   While it is known 
that blue marlin arrive in the Gulf of Mexico in March or April 
each year, we do not know where they go immediately 
thereafter, by which routes or whether some contingent of the 
population remain in the Gulf year-round. 

Research Strategy – Fishing is tentatively scheduled to be 
out of Port Eads.  All expedition boats will fish for blue marlin 
with non-offset circle hooks, provided by TBF, to help reduce 
post-release mortality.   If the vessels with the scientists on 
board do not catch a blue marlin and another boat does, then 
the vessel with the satellite will immediately pull lines and run 
to the boat with the hooked fish.   The boat with the fish will 
transfer the fish by catching a tennis ball attached to line from 
the research vessel, then the leader with the fish is quickly 
snapped to the thrown research team’s line, unsnapped 
from the hooking vessel’s line, and the team with the satellite 
onboard reels in the fish alongside their vessel. The fish will 
then be secured for in-water tagging and resuscitation, then 
released with as little trauma as possible to insure the best 
return on each invested research dollar.

Opportunities Remain – Help Make a Difference - If you 
wish to support the research expedition contact TBF at  
(800) 438-8247, ext. 108 for Ellen, 113 for Robert, 107 for 
Peter, 102 for Michael, or 115 for Adrienne. 

   Thanking you, 

 Scott Cooper, Chairman, TBF Board of Directors


